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The Secretary of State has received an invitation 
to attend a reception on the occasion of the 19th 
Anniversary of the Arab League on March 22. He is free 
to attend and has asked for our advice. 


2 . 


Lord Carrington has received an invitation but as 


he is unable to attend he has declined it. Lord Dundee 
has been invited but it would be inconvenient for him to 
attend as he returns from the United States the same day. 

Mr .Thomas has been invited and is free to attend. Mr. 
Mathew has not been invited. The Permanent Under Secretary 
will probably accept but not attend. 


3. 


The London office of the Arab League 


1961. Since then only one reception has been held, to 
celebrate the anniversary of the League in 1962; no reception 


year 


Arab League is not a sovereign 


entity, its office here has no diplomatic status nor 
Mr.Rizk enjoy any diplomatic privileges or immunities 


his capacity Ms head of the office. He does, however, 
diplomatic privileges as a Minister on the staff of the 
Lebanese Embassy. 


enjoy 


4. 


The decision to allow the Arab League to open an office 


here led to Parliamentary questions from M.P's sympathetic 


to Israel. The resignation of Lord Mancroft 
of the Norwich Union Insurance Societies in ! 


the Board 


0 

a result of Arab pressure deriving from the Arab boycott of 
Israel, which is organised by the Arab League, sIbo gave 


Pariiaaentary questions and a good deal 


to the/ 


CONFIDENTIAL 



to the Arab League's activities. In all this, however, 
Mr.Rizk and his office behaved circumspectly, limiting 
themselves to factual explanations of the boycott and 
putting forward the Arab case in press statements with 
comparative moderation. The Arab League reception and 
the scale of our representation there is likely to be 
watched closely by the Israel Embassy and might lead to 
further Parliamentary questions. Pro-Israel enthusiasts 
might even suggest that attendance at the reception tended 
to condone the Arab boycott of Israel^ though this would 
be rather far-fetched. 

5. I do not think, however, that these objections to 
Ministerial attendance at the reception are overriding.. 
There are few gestures of good will which we can make 
towards the Arab world as a whole and, at a time when we 
are widely supposed by the Arabs to be aligned with Israel 
against them over the Jordan Waters question, it is in our 
interest to take any opportunity of making such gestures. 

We have no reason to be opposed to the Arab League as such, 
and indeed gave some encouragement to its creation in 19U5« 
The Arabs would take it amiss if there appeared to be a 
boycott of the anniversary celebration. 

6. The Secretary of State seldom attends the receptions 
of Middle Eastern countries and in recent years the Foreign 
Office lias been represented at the National Days of Arab 
countries by the Lord Privy Seal or a Minister of State. 
This would therefore seem to be the appropriate level of 


representation/ 


representation for the Arab Leagues reception. 

7« I therefore recommend that Mr.Thomas be asked 
to represent the Foreign Office. 

8. Protocol Department and North and East African 
Departments concur in this recommendation. 



a 


r 






, TV 


(fjf U Vli wr 

etyecfat fc~wt ^ kVI" 


l^Ud*L 


\A* 


3 


tu A<U~crK^d Ucu^dt 

<xi «.ito, ^ < 4^ 

7vfVA/ 

^|Gvu|^) I'll - 


CTH^ati ( pC«^fiA^J6) ^ * 

\ « . a Y [v*v« A^» • 




